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HMS CAVALIER
DESTROYER 1944

RICHARD JOHNSTONE-BRYDEN

HMS Cavalier is Britain’s sole remaining wartime destroyer. Preserved in The
Historic Dockyard, Chatham, she acts as a permanent memorial to more than
11,000 men who lost their lives in the 142 Royal Navy destroyers that were sunk
during WWII. One of 96 Emergency Programme destroyers that were ordered
between 1940 and 1942, Cavalier was built by J Samuel White & Co on the Isle
of Wight. Her action packed naval career included the perilous Arctic Convoys of
WWII, bombarding dissident Indonesian nationalists, quelling a mutiny in the
Royal Indian Navy, supporting the hydrogen bomb tests on Christmas Island and
becoming the fastest ship in the fleet.

Containing more than 200 specially commissioned photographs, the book takes
the reader on a superbly illustrated tour of the ship, from bow to stern and deck
by deck. Significant parts of the vessel – for example, the gun mountings and the
open bridge – are given detailed coverage both in words and pictures, so that
the reader has at hand the most complete visual record and explanation of the
ship that exists. 
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